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Carlow Garden Festival is organised in association
with Carlow County Council and Fáilte Ireland



Woodford Dolmen Hotel, Kilkenny Road, 
Carlow Town t: 059 914 2002 
w: www.woodforddolmenhotel.ie 
1 B&B from €35 p.p.s., 1 B&B €45 single room 
3 B&B & 3D €95 p.p.s. 

Seven Oaks Hotel, Athy Road, Carlow Town
t: 059 913 1308   w: www.sevenoakshotel.com 

1B&B €40 p.p.s. Sunday-Friday inclusive 
1B&B €55 single room Sunday-Friday inclusive 
2 B&B €99 p.p.s. Sunday-Friday inclusive 
1 B&B €55 p.p.s. Saturday
1 B&B €70 single room Saturday 

special accommodation packages 
for monty don: 

tour of delta sensory gardenstree trail  garden tourgarden tour garden tourthe curious gardener

seamus o’ brien at 
newtownbarry house & gardens

seamus o’ brien at huntington 
castle & gardens

anna pavord at hardymount 
gardens

dr john mccullen at borris 
house 

Fionnuala Fallon, Irish Times Gardening 
Columnist and author of “From The 
Ground Up”, is  your guide on a journey 
through this series of multi-sensory 
gardens, including the Celtic Walk, the 
formal Rose Garden, the Five Senses 
Garden, the Circle of Life and the Stolen 
Child Garden, which have been created 
by Ireland’s leading garden designers to 
indulge every one of the senses.

Venue: Delta Sensory Gardens and Garden 
Centre, Strawhall Estate, Carlow
GPS: 52.844988, -6.924546 
Time: 12 noon and 2.30 p.m. 
Adm: Adults €5/Concs €4. Tea, coffee, lunch 
and snacks available in the on-site restaurant
Contact: 059 914 3527 
w: www.deltasensorygardens.com 

tuesday 28th july tuesday 28th july

Tour these charming gardens in the 
informative company of Seamus O’ 
Brien, covering everything from the 
lake to the Rose Garden and on to the 
recently renovated 19th century sunken 
garden. A gifted plantsman, Seamus O’ 
Brien is Curator of the National Botanic 
Gardens at Kilmacurragh and author of 
“In the Footsteps of Augustine Henry” 
which took him on plant hunting 
expeditions across China, Nepal, Chile, 
California, Australia and New Zealand. 

Venue: Newtownbarry House and Gardens, 
Bunclody, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford 
GPS:  52.65673, -6.65035 
Time: 12 noon  
Adm: €5. Art gallery, gift shop and farm café 
serving refreshments and lunch also open. 
House tours available.
Contact: 053 937 6383  m: 087 056 9805
w: www.newtownbarryhouse.com

saturday 25th july

monty don at arboretum 
home and garden heaven 

saturday 25th july sunday 26th july sunday 26th july monday 27th july 

Join Una Halpin of Wildways Adventures
on a treasure hunt to explore the local 
flora and fauna along the banks of the 
River Barrow. Aimed at families, the 
walk will encourage both children and 
adults to take a close up look at their 
surroundings and investigate trees, wild 
flowers and insects along the way. 

Venue: Meet at the Garden of Remembrance, 
The Quayside, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow 
GPS: 52.735586, -6.973691
Time: 2 p.m.    Adm: FREE 

fionnuala fallon at delta 
sensory gardens

Join Seamus O’ Brien as he discovers 
some superb trees and a number of 
Irish champions in the grounds of 
Huntington Castle including hickory, 
oak and Siberian crab. Discover the 
scenic avenue with its amazing lime 
tree collection and the famous Yew 
Walk. Enjoy the “Wilderness” woodland 
paths which lead to the newly restored 
ornamental lakes. 

Venue: Huntington Castle and Gardens, 
Clonegal, Co. Carlow 
GPS: 52.690404, -6.649131
Time: 3 p.m.   Adm: €5.   Tea rooms open 
for tea, coffee and light snacks. Castle tours 
available and children’s playground open. 
Contact: 053 937 7160 
w: www.huntingtoncastle.com

The delightful Hardymount Gardens 
plays host to Anna Pavord, author 
of “The Tulip” and “The Naming of 
Names” and Gardening Columnist for 
the Independent (UK), who will give a 
talk based on her bestselling book “The 
Curious Gardener”. Afterwards, stroll 
through the lovely old walled garden 
containing herbaceous borders full of 
unusual plants, espaliered fruit and a 
vegetable garden while finishing the 
afternoon with tea on the lawn under 
the splendid Spanish chestnut tree.

Venue: Hardymount Gardens, Tullow, Co. 
Carlow     GPS: 52.798787, -6.762269 
Time: 3 p.m.  Adm: €10 includes afternoon 
tea on the lawn.  Pre- booking necessary 
Contact: 059 915 1769 

wednesday 29th july 

The enchanting surroundings of 
Altamont, one of Ireland’s most romantic 
gardens, are the backdrop for an 
unmissable tour led by Matthew Jebb, 
botanist, taxonomist and Director of 
the National Botanic Gardens, who will 
point out many rare and unusual features 
associated with these gardens before 
finishing his talk at Altamont Plant Sales 
where he will pick out his top 10 plants 
for your own garden.

Venue: Altamont Gardens, Tullow, Co Carlow
GPS: 52.735129, -6.720966 
Time: 11 a.m.  Adm: FREE
The Walled Garden Café in Altamont Plant 
Sales is open for tea, coffee and light snacks.
Contact: 059 915 9444  m: 087 982 2135
w: www.opw.ie 

Borris demesne is a fine example of how 
a formal Baroque landscape has evolved 
over centuries into the impressive 
parkland setting visible today. Dr John 
McCullen, retired Chief Superintendent 
of the Phoenix Park and author of an 
“Illustrated History of the Phoenix Park 
- Landscape and Management to 1880”, 
will offer his unique insight into this 
mature estate with its many specimen 
trees, original Stew Pond and 18th 
century Ice House. 

Venue: Borris House, Borris, Co. Carlow
GPS: 52.598644, -6.926618 
Time: 11 a.m.
Adm: €5 in aid of charity
Contact: 059 977 1884
www.borrishouse.com

The Carlow Garden Trail is delighted to
welcome Monty Don to the Carlow 
Garden Festival for the first time. The 
much loved UK broadcaster and author 
whose books include “The Complete 
Gardener”, “The Sensuous Garden” and 
“The Jewel Garden” will give a talk on 
his life and experiences in gardens.

Venue: Arboretum Home & Garden Heaven, 
Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow 
GPS: 52.742832, -6.975890 Time: 7.30 p.m.
Adm: €25. Groups 10+ 10% discount.   
Tickets available from: www.arboretum.ie
Carlow Tourism t: 059 913 0411
Delta Sensory Gardens t: 059 914 3527 or 
Altamont Plant Sales m: 087 982 2135
Enjoy late shopping in Arboretum Home & 
Garden Heaven until 10 p.m. Two course buffet 
meal with tea/coffee in Rachel’s Garden Café, 
€16.95   5.30 p.m. - 7.30 p.m. Choice of three 
entrées and choice from the dessert counter. 
Pre-booking necessary t: 059 972 1558 or
e: info@arboretum.ie

my life in gardens

river walk with una halpin

matthew jebb at altamont 
gardens & altamont plant sales
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what makes a good garden

Often described as the undisputed queen
of Irish gardening, Helen Dillon is a 
legendary plantswoman, international 
lecturer, author and creator of the world 
famous Dillon Garden. A firm festival 
favourite, this year Helen offers a personal 
reflection on the pleasing aspects of 
good garden design in an intriguing 
workshop blending a vast knowledge 
of gardening with an entertaining and 
witty presentation. Many of the plants 
discussed will be available in Rathwood’s 
Garden Centre.

Venue: Rathwood, Rath, Tullow, Co. Carlow 
GPS: 52.796597, -6.660739
Time: 11 a.m.    Adm: FREE. On site restaurant 
with fresh wholesome food and baking.
Contact: 059 915 6285 www.rathwood.com

A new garden for 2015, Helen Dillon will lead 
a “walk and talk” through the Meadows, using 

helen dillon at rathwood

helen dillon at the meadows 

garden tour

neil porteous at burtown 
house

Used for growing fruit and veg the 
garden has a polytunnel, a native tree 
nursery, wild garden, herbaceous border 
and a composting area. Kitty Scully 
presenter of RTE’s How To Create a 
Garden is on hand to demonstrate the 
benefits of a community garden which 
can be enjoyed by all.

Venue: Community Garden, Clonegal,
Co. Carlow   GPS: 52.693884, -6.64658
Time: 12 noon   Adm: FREE
Contact: 086 211 1942 
www.clonegalkildavin.ie

Kitty provides plenty of inspiration to 
help make your plot more resilient and 
to ensure it produces tasty, seasonal 
vegetables all year round.

Venue: Rathvilly Garden Centre, Rathvilly,
Co. Carlow    GPS: 52.898476, -6.697363
Time: 3 p.m.  Adm: FREE
Contact: t: 059 916 1594 
www.clonegalkildavin.ie

this town plot as an example to demonstrate 
what can be achieved with a small budget and 
limited time.  Helen’s creative tips and advice 
are sure to inspire ideas as to what can be 
accomplished in your own garden.

Venue: No. 7, The Meadows, Myshall, Co. 
Carlow    GPS: 52.6870338, -6.777797
Time: 2.30 p.m.    Adm: 5
Contact: 059 915 7530 
www.philippabayliss.com

Take your pencils, pens and paints 
outside for an afternoon of exploration 
and sketching.  Artist Gethyn Gibson is
on hand to offer helpful advice and 
guide your brush and pen strokes. Event 
unsuitable for children.

Kilgraney House, Borris Road, Kilgraney, 
Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow
GPS: 52.653681, -6.957602
Time: 2-6 p.m.
Adm: Donation to charity welcomed  
Contact: 059 977 5283 
www.kilgraneyhouse.com

wednesday 29th july 

Rob Smith, winner of the 2015 “Big 
Allotment Challenge” on BBC, will talk 
about his gardening successes and, in 
particular, will focus on the essentials of
companion planting for pest control, 
pollination and crop productivity in the 
kitchen garden. 

Using produce from your garden this   
workshop features two demonstrations 
inspired by the ‘make’ and ‘eat’ tasks 
from the Big Allotment Challenge.

Venue: Kilgraney House, Borris Road, 
Kilgraney, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow
GPS: 52.653681, -6.957602
Time: From 2 p.m.  Adm: €10 for both talks 
and tea  Contact: 059 977 5283 
www.kilgraneyhouse.com

thursday 30th july thursday 30th july friday 31st july

Neil Porteous, head gardener at the 
outstanding Mount Stewart Gardens in 
Co. Down and worldwide plant hunter 
will escort you around the enticing 
gardens at Burtown made up of several 
areas including splendid herbaceous 
borders, shrubberies, a rock garden, a 
yew walk with dividing pergola, an old 
orchard, a walled organic vegetable 
garden and a large woodland surrounded 
on all sides by water.

Venue: Burtown House and Gardens, Athy, 
Co. Kildare (exit3 off M9 motorway)
GPS: 52.996672, -6.870744
Time: 11.30 a.m. Adm: €10. The Gallery Café 
serves tea, coffee, snacks and light lunches 
from seasonal home grown produce.
Contact: 059  862 3148
www.burtownhouse.ie

A visit to Altamont’s captivating blend 
of formal and informal gardens with 
riverside walks covering over 40 acres is 
the highpoint of the Carlow Garden Trail. 
Roy Lancaster, veteran UK broadcaster 
and author, who has been awarded a 
CBE for services to horticulture, tours 
the scenic formal grounds offering his 
own impressions on the gardens, before 
ending in Altamont Plant Sales to select 
some of his own favourite plants.

Venue: Altamont Gardens, Tullow, Co. Carlow 
GPS: 52.735129, -6.720966 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Adm: FREE
The Walled Garden Café in Altamont Plant 
Sales is open for tea, coffee and light snacks. 
Contact: 059 915 9444
www.carlowgardentrail.com

saturday 1st august saturday 1st august monday 3rd augustfriday 31st july

garden tour garden tour

of dwarf hedges. Mature trees, a rose 
garden and a lake complete the picture.

Venue: Newtownbarry House, Bunclody
See Sunday 26th July for contact details
Time: 3 p.m.  Adm: €5

Enjoy Summer fun and entertainment in 
the magical setting of Duckett’s Grove 
Walled Gardens and Pleasure Grounds 
close to Carlow town. Dress Teddy in his 
Sunday best to win a prize. Enjoy teddy 
bear workshops, face painting, bouncy 
castle, family treasure hunt and the 
opportunity to participate in traditional 
games like the egg and spoon race and 
archery. Dedicated displays of traditional 
crafts including basket making, weaving, 
a blacksmith and a falconry display by 
Woodlands Falconry our other highlights 
for adults on the day. Also features an 
extensive local artisan food and craft 
market.

Venue: Duckett’s Grove, near Carlow town 
GPS: 52.858748, -6.812787
Time: 12 noon-6 p.m.  Adm: €5 per car
Contact: Carlow Tourist Office
059 913 0411 w: www.carlowtourism.com

Dermot O’Neill, one of Ireland’s most 
popular gardening experts, comes to 
Huntington Castle for the first time. 
Explore the many delights of these 
historic surroundings with him, from the 
17th century parterres to the ancient 
Yew Walk, the “Wilderness” woodland, 
the kitchen gardens, the Greenhouse and 
the recently restored Rose Gardens.

Venue: Huntington Castle, Clonegal
See Sunday 26th July for contact details
Time: 12 noon  Adm: €5

Dermot O’Neill heads a “walk & talk” in 
the magnificent 2 acre walled Sunken 
Garden which has retained its original 
18th Century grottos and features a 
formal oval pool, a fountain and a 
series of borders filled with shrubs and 
herbaceous perennials enclosed by lines 

kitty scully at clonegal 
community garden

art in the garden with gethyn 
gibson & kilgraney herb gardens

roy lancaster at altamont 
gardens

dermot o’neill at huntington 
castle

rob smith at kilgraney house
and herb gardens

1: growing for success

1: make and eat

Jonathan Buckley  
C sunday 2nd august

teddy bears’ picnic and country 
fair at duckett’s grove

garden tour

walk and talk

resilient vegetable gardening dermot o’neill at newtownbarry 
house & gardens

kitty scully at rathvilly garden 
centre


